The Scarlet Letter
Study Guide

Chapters 9-14

Vocabulary 

Define each of the following words, giving the definition which best fits the context in which the word is used in the story. Write your own sentence for each word right below the definition. 

1. chirurgical

2. importunate

3. somniferous

4. vestment

5. odious

6. efficacious

7. ethereal

8. avowal

9. malevolence

10. scourge

11. despondency

12. abased

Questions:
Answer the questions using complete sentences and citing specific quotes from the text where indicated.

Chapter 9: The Leech
1. Why does Roger Chillingworth decide to hide his true identity? Use a quote from the beginning of the chapter which uses personification to explain his decision.

2.  What was Chillingworth’s new purpose in life? Use text.

3. What did the townspeople think about Chillingworth, and why were they worried about Dimmesdale?

4. How did Chillingworth plan to cure Dimmesdale of his illness? Cite text.

5. Many in the town became suspicious of Roger Chillingworth. Why?
Chapter 10: The Leech and His Patient
1.  To what does Hawthorne compare Chillingworth? Give specific examples from the text.

2. The author notes that Dimmesdale “seldom looked straightforward at any object” (155). Why do you think he behaves this way?

3. Explain the argument between Dimmesdale and Chillingworth within this chapter. What are they disagreeing about and why?

Chapter 11: The Interior of a Heart 
1. How does the congregation view Dimmesdale and why?

2. How is Dimmesdale trying to purify himself? How does this reflect the Puritan faith?
Chapter 12: The Minister’s Vigil
1. What was the Minister’s Vigil? 

2.  How does Pearl mock Dimmesdale? Why do you think she does this? Use text to support.
Chapter 13: Another View of Hester

1. How has the meaning behind or function of the scarlet letter changed?

2. How has Hester’s punishment actually strengthened her? Read the final two pages of this chapter to explain. Cite text.

Chapter 14: Hester and the Physician
1. Chillingworth has walked away from his faith. Read the last page of the chapter and explain Roger Chillingworth’s worldview.

